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Life Below Water

Introduction

Goal 14 of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGSs) is "Life
Below Water." Life below water in Iraq is influenced by the country's unique
geographical and environmental characteristics. Iraq is home to several bodies of
water, including rivers, marshes, and lakes, which play a crucial role in supporting
aquatic ecosystems and providing resources for both wildlife and human
populations. However, these vast aquatic ecosystems are facing unprecedented
challenges due to human activities, climate change, and environmental
degradation.

Here are some key aspects of life below water in Iraq:

1. Tigris and Euphrates Rivers: The Tigris and Euphrates rivers are the two
major rivers that flow through Iraq. They are essential sources of freshwater
for the country and support a wide range of aquatic life. Various fish species

inhabit these rivers, including carp, catfish, and barbel.
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2. Mesopotamian Marshes: The Mesopotamian Marshes, located in the
southern part of Iraq, are one of the most significant wetland ecosystems in
the Middle East. These marshes were historically home to a rich diversity of
aquatic species, including fish, birds, and aquatic plants. However, they
suffered extensive drainage and habitat destruction in the past due to
political and environmental factors. Conservation efforts have been made to
restore these marshes in recent years.

3. Fishery: Fishing is an important economic activity in Irag, particularly in the
southern regions where the marshes and rivers are abundant. Fishermen rely
on these aquatic ecosystems for their livelihoods, catching a variety of fish
species for local consumption and trade.

4. Pollution and Environmental Challenges: Irag's water bodies face various
environmental challenges, including pollution from agricultural runoff,
industrial discharge, and urban development. These pollutants can harm
aquatic life and degrade water quality.

5. Conservation Efforts: Iraq has made efforts to protect and conserve its
aquatic ecosystems. This includes initiatives to restore the Mesopotamian
Marshes, manage water resources more sustainably, and regulate fishing to

prevent overexploitation of fish populations.
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6. Biodiversity: Irag's aquatic ecosystems support a variety of aquatic species,
including fish, crustaceans, mollusks, and various aquatic plants. These
ecosystems also provide habitat and breeding grounds for various migratory
bird species, making them important for regional biodiversity.

7. Climate Change: Like many other regions, Iraq's aquatic ecosystems are also
vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, including altered rainfall
patterns, increased temperatures, and changes in water flow. These changes

can affect the distribution and abundance of aquatic species.

In order to achieve the goal of sustainable development and service to
the environment, Al-Karkh University always seeks to hold seminars,
scientific workshops and awareness in the field of biodiversity and
environmental preservation, and also participate in global events to raise

awareness about the reality of life below water in Iraqg.
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Conclusion

Our university is constantly striving to reduce these problems, preserve the
environment, protect it from pollution and deterioration, and ensure the creation of
a clean, pollution-free environment to contribute to improving the quality of life
for citizens, and its permanent continuation of increasing cultural awareness of the
importance of these resources and preserving them to achieve sustainable

development.
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